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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action on the merits of application SN 10/815.184. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. Thefollowingisaquotationof35U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

foih^Stl:T2°* ffhS^^^^^^ '-^ r ^i-'osed or described as set 

the prior art are such that the s^ct S ?s a^^^^^^^ sought to be patented and 

invention was made to a person having oSarv sS in th^J^ f^^l-V" ""^""^ '""^ the 
Patentab,l,,y shal, not be nega«ved bXtarri: r^^^ 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deer^ Co., 383 U S 1 148 
USPQ 459 (1966). that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
2 aS!S"'"^ ''°P^ of the prior art 

3. Claims ,, 2. 6-8 are rejected under 36 U.S.C. 103(a, as being „npa,entebte over 
US Patem6,296,408 ,o Lad<in in ^ewof US Paten, 4.734,012 ,0 Dob and US Paten, 
^,699,000 ,0 Nolan. Larkin ,eaches a „or.s,afion ..,n a fi., „„r, surface ,.a, inbe.„„ 
a»ste a, ,he end o, me am, ,73) to support fte monitor (16). The flrs, ^ surtace 
havin, a fe, ,i„ mechanism (83, 84, for adfusBng ,he haigh, (1 30, o, ,he fl., „or. 

surface.Asecond«,*su,face(74,hasasecond,inmechanism(95,82 81,for 
adiusBng ,he heigh, (133,134, Che second wo,, surface (74,. A single poim user 
-te^ce (1 ,5, is conneced „ a con,ro, box ,14, ,ha, receives inpuls for con,ro,ling ,he 
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heigh. Of me wort, surfaces as well an input f™m a mo«o„ detector. The conlrol bo. 
(140) also can confro, o^er items such as me movemen, „„he chair and foot res.. The 
second m mechanism compnses a linear acuator and a lever mechanism (95) mat 
causes movements in multiple direcUons (131,133,134). 




Larkin '408 Figure 2 



4. Larkin does no. expressly disclose a fen and work light disposed on me 
worksteta and connected to me contro. box for condoning speed and Intensi^. Dob 
teaches a pivotel fan (1 „ .ha. is capable of being pbced on a wort<station. The fan 
includes a speed contml (36) and an on/off swftch (32). The ofnce tekes ofncial no«ce 
.hat is wen known to have remote control ofa ceiling, fan speed and lntens«y of light 
«a a dimmer mounted in me wall or „a a ha-Klhekl ren»te cental to allow for ease of 
control and use of the celling fan. At me «me of the invention it would have been 

obvioustomodi^,he„„rkstationofLarkinbyp^™g,hefa„onmew„d<steBo„as 
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.augm b, Dob .0 coo, a us.r and ,0 con^c. me co„*o, of U» fen .0 me control box *e 
an omer electnca, devices o, Lad<in and as comn,on,y done in ceiling fans ,0 allow u>r 
ease of use by having remote control of the fan. 




The 



5. Larkin in view of Dob does no. expressly dfeclose a „o,k ligh, disposed on me 
wort<slation and connected to me control box tor controlling intensity. 

6. Nolan teaches a work light mat is capable of being placed on a workstation 
work light includes a dimmer switch (82) for alk«,i„g the intensity of light to be 
controlled. A, time of me invention it would have been obvious to modify the 
—on Of uarkin in view of Dob by placing me work light on me workstaUon as 
taught by Nolan to allow a user better viewing of a wcd< surface and to connect me 
oontrcl Of the ligh. to me control box like all other electrical devices of Larkin and as 
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commonly done in ceiling fans to allow for ease of use by having 
fan. 



remote control of the 



3S 





JOt 

Nolan '000 Figure 1 



7. Claim 3 and 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



Patent 6,296,408 to Larkin 



unpatentable over US 



in 



view of US Palenl 4,734,012 to Dob and US Patent 



6,599,000 to Nolan as applied to Caims 1 and 2 above, and further ,„ view of US Patent 
5,224,429 to Borgman. Larking in view of Dob and Nolan discloses every element as 
Claimed and discussed above except the single user inte.h« comprising a m 
indicator and a second indicator displaying relative heigh, o, the work surfaces and a 
s».,ch disposed at a ion^ position of the wori>s,a«cn. Bergman teacl,es a 
wori,station With two elevating wori> surfaces (12,13,. A con,™, box ,91) is connected te 
>^e lift mechanisms (45, and a single point user interface (92, located at the front 
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portion of the workstation as seen in figure 1 . The single point user interface (92) has t 
display (132, 141) that indicates the heights of the work surfaces as in figure 9. At the 
time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the workstation of Larkin in view of Dob and Nolan by having single point 
interface be located at a front portion of workstation and to have a display for indicating 
the relative heights of the work surfaces as taught by Bergman to facilitate proper 
positioning of the heights of the table and efficient use. 



user 




1^6 13^ 139 137 ^139 138 



cMwr 

y 



REAR 30. 



FRONT 30. 



zzizz cjrryl 



143 145 1^ '44 



FIG. 9 



Bergman '429 Figures 1 and 9 
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8. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent 6.296.408 to Larkin in view of US Patent 4,734,012 to Dob. US Patent 
6,599,000 to Nolan, and US Patent 5.224,429 to Borgman as applied to olaim 3 above, 
and further in view of US Patent 3.255.337 to Willat. Larkin in view of Dob. Nolan, and 
Borgman disclose every element as claimed and discussed above except a radiant 
heating element that is a heated floor pad and is connected to the single user point user 
interface. Willat teaches a radiant heating pad (10) for floors that is an electrical device. 
At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the workstation of Larkin in view of Dob. Nolan, and Borgman by 
adding a the heating pad to the workstation as taught by Willat to warm a user and 
connecting the electrical control to the control box to allow a dimmer to control the 
amount of heat coming form the pad as is common with small electric heater such as 
those available at a hardware store. 



9. Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 6,296.408 to Larkin in view of US Patent 4.734.012 to Dob and US 
Patent 6.599.000 to Nolan as applied to claims 1 and 2 above, and further in view of US 
Patent 6.286.441 to Burdi. Larkin in view of Dob and Nolan discloses every element as 
Claimed and discussed above except the second lift mechanism attaching the second 
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work surface to the first surface and the first lift mechanism comprises a plurality of 
linear actuators each having a servo motor and a pair of telescoping tubes. Burdi 
teaches a workstation (10) with a first work surface (12) having a first lift mechanism 
(46.66. 56. 76, 40.60) and second work surface (14) having a second lift mechanism 
(16.18). The first lift mechanism (46.66, 56. 76. 40.60) has a plurality of linear actuators 
(46.66. 56. 76, 40.60) with each linear actuator comprising a servomotor (40.60) and a 
pair of telescoping tubes (66.76. 46,56). Adjustable connecting members (16.18) attach 
the second work surface (14) to the first work surface (12). At the time of the invention it 
would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
workstation of Larkin in view of Dob and Nolan by changing the work surfaces and the 
first lift mechanism as taught by Burdi to give an increased work surface area with more 
area in reach of the user. 





Burdi '441 Figure 1 



Fig. 3a 

Burdi '441 Figure 3a 
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10. Claims 12, 15-18. and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 6,296.408 to Larkin in view of US Patent 4.734,012 to Dob 
and US Patent 6.599,000 to Nolan as applied to claims 1 and 2 above, and further in 
view of US Patent 3.255,337 to Willat and US Patent 6,286.441 to Burdi. Larkin in view 
of Dob and Nolan discloses every element as claimed and discussed above except the 
second lift mechanism attaching the second work surface to the first surface, the first lift 
mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators each having a servo motor and a 
pair of telescoping tubes, and a radiant heating element that is a heated floor pad and is 
connected to the single user point user interface. 

11. Willat teaches a radiant heating pad (10) for floors that is an electrical device. At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the workstation of Larkin in view of Dob and Nolan by adding a the heating 
pad to the workstation as taught by Willat to warn, a user and connecting the electrical 
control to the control box to allow a dimmer to control the amount of heat coming fom, 
the pad as is common with small electric heater such as those available at a hardware 
Store. 

12. Larkin in view of Dob. Nolan, and Willat does not expressly disclose the second 
lift mechanism attaching the second work surface to the first surface and the first lift 
mechanism comprises a plurality of linear actuators each having a servo motor and a 
pair of telescoping tubes. 
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13. Burdi teaches a wortcstation (10) wim a fet work surface (12) having a first lift 
mechanism (46,66, 56. 76, 40,60) and second worK surface (14, having , second lift 
mechanism (16,18). The firs, lift mechanism (46,66, 56, 76, 40,60) has a plurality of 
llnearactuators (46,66. 66. 76. 40,60) ™th each linear actuator comprising a 
servomotor (40.60) and a pair of telescoping tul«s (66,76, 46,66). Adjustable 
connecting members (16,18) attach the second work surface (14) to the m worf< 
surface (12). At the Ume of the invenSon it would have been obvious for a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to mod«y the worfcstation of Larkin in view of Dob, Nolan, and 
Willat by Changing the work surfaces and the flrst in r^chanism as taught by Burdi to 
give an increased wort< surface area with mce area in reach of the user. 



14. Claims 13, 14, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Paten, 6,296,408 ,o Larkin in vtew of US Patent 4,734.012 to Dob 
and US Patent 6.599,000 to Nolan, and ^r«,er in view of US Paten. 3.255,337 to Willa, 
and US Patent 6.286.441 to Burdi as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of 
US Patent 5,224,429 ,0 Bor^man. Larf<in in view of Dob, Nolan, VWIIat, and Burdi 
discloses every element as claimed and discussed above except the single user 
interface comprising a flrst indicator and a second indicator displaying ,«la«ve heigh, of 
the wori< surfaces and a swifch disposed at a forward positen of 0,e worksMon. 
15. Bergman teaches a workstation with two elevating work surfaces (12.13). A 
control box (91) is connected to the lift mechanisms (45) and a single point user 
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interface (92) l<«„ed a, «,e tron, portion of me wort,s,a.lon as seen in figure 1 . The 
singte point ueer interface (92, has a display ,132, 141, that indicates the heights of fte 
wo^ surfaces as in figure 9.A, the «me of the invenSon i, v«>u,d have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary si<ill in the art to modify the wortetaHon of Lark,„ i„ view of Dob 
Nolan. Willat, and Burdi by having the singte point user interface be located at a f™, 
portion Of workstation and to have a display for indicating the relative he^hts of the 
work surfaces as taught by Borgman to facilitate proper positioning of the heights of the 
table and efficient use. 



16. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a, as being unpatentable over US 
Paten,6.296,408 to Larkin In viewof US Patent 4.734,0,2 to Dob. Larkin teaches a 
workstation ™th a first wort, surface that inherently exists a, the end of the an. (73, to 
support the monitor (16,. The first work surface having a firs, lift mechanism (83, 84, for 
adjusting the height (130, of the first wo* surface. A second work surfece (74) has a 
second iiftmechanlsm (95, 82. 81) for adjusting the he^ht (133,134, of the second work 
surface (74). A single point user Interfax (1 ,5) is connected to a control box (14, that 
-oehres inputs for controlling the heigh, of the work surfaces as well an Input from a 
motion de,ector. The control box (140, ateo can control other items such as 
movement of the chair and foot rest. The second lift mechanism comprises a linear 
actuator and a lever mechanism (95, that causes movements in multiple directions 
(,3,,, 33,134,. ' 
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17. Urwn does not expressly disclose a fan disposed on the worl^tation and 
connected to the control box for controlling speed and a plurality of sound-damping 
walls in a generally o-shaped configuration. Dob teaches a pivotal fen (1 1) that is 
capable of being placed on a workstation. The fan includes a speed control (36) and an 
on/Off swit^ (32). The office takes official notice that is well known to have remote 
control of a ceiling's fan speed and intensity of light via a dimmer mounted in the wall or 
Via a handheld remote control to allow for ease of control and use of the ceiling fan: At 
the time Of the invention it would have been obvious to modily the wodcstatlon of Urkin 
by placing the fan on the workstation as taught by Dob to cool a user and to connect the 
control Of the fan to the control box like all other electrical devices of Larkin and as 
commonly done in ceiling fans to allow fo, ease of use by ha^ng remote control of the 
fan. 

18. Larkin In View of Dob does not expressly dteclose a plurelKy Of sound Hjamplng 
walls in a cshape confrguration. The office takes offk^al notice that it is well known to 

Place wails or partih-ons around workstations that createasound damping effect to give 
the user more privacy. 

19. ^S-e'™"' the invention it would have been obvious to modify the wod<station 
Of LaH<ln in view of Dob by adding sound-damping walls in a c-shaped conflguratione so 
to g«e the user more privacy and c-shaped to provide a more atheistic appearance. 
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Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents to Rice. Petroff. Wallin, Doyle, Eyre teaches a 
workstation that is height adjustable and has a single point user interface located at the 
front edge of the work surface. US Patent to Hung teaches workstation with a work light. 
US Patent Rorke and Japanese Patent to Shimazu teach fans with workstations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Ayres whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8299. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

TMA (J^ JANET M.WfLKENS 
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